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duration, and (3) pitch. The next two chapters are devoted to a 
more minute discussion of interpretation and structure respectively, 
and contain much admirably enlightening matter. The fifth chapter 
shows in a general way how all musical ideas are to be developed by ex- 
perience, in the natural sequence of observing, acting, picturing, and 
writing the symbols. 

On this foundation the rest of the book builds, discussing in regular 
order the work to be taken up in each of the eight school years. This part 
of the discussion is too detailed to summarize. Suffice it to say that the 
methods for making real to the child such subtle matters as the ratio of 
tone durations to metrical pulse, the characteristics of the seven scale- 
steps, the nature of harmony, and the complex ways in which repetition 
is used as the basis of musical design are at once ingenious and simple, 
and the basic rule of having all effects observed before they are described 
is never lost sight of. 

One adverse criticism suggests itself. Although the point is well 
made (see pages 16 and 22) that "while at first thought music seems 
to appeal directly to the feelings, it really does not do so, but reaches the 
feelings through ideas which deal with definite forms " — a point, by the 
way, which needs constant emphasis in view of the wide-spread tendency 
to narrow music down to a mere " language of the emotions " — the au- 
thor, when he comes to close quarters with these definite forms, as for 
instance at page 24, seems to fall somewhat into the very fallacy he has 
been deprecating, identifying the musical idea too much with the liter- 
ary idea with which it is associated. ("A wise teacher will lead the 
pupil to conceive first what the music means as a whole. Is it a brisk 
winter song, or does it regret the passing of the flowers?", etc.) On the 
whole, however, the untranslatability of music, its uniqueness in our 
mental experience, is well apprehended. 

Not the least interesting chapter in Professor Farnsworth's thought- 
ful book is the concluding one on " The Broad and the Narrow View of 
Education in Relation to Music." One wishes that all school principals 
and all parents might read it. 

Daniel Gregory Mason. 

Columbia University. 



JOURNALS AND NEW BOOKS 

THE PSYCHOLOGICAL REVIEW. November, 1909. Some Ex- 
periments on the Color Perceptions of an Infant and their Interpretation 
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